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shifted to the political center of Rio de Janeiro. In the absence of support for 
their work in Bahia, the Es cola Tropicalista Bahiana faded away. 

This study brings the Tropicalistas to a wide audience and places 
them convincingly in both international and Brazilian contexts. The chronol­

ogy is often confusing, the copious notes tell stories which might better be 
incorporated into the text, and the bibliography's treatment of original 
sources borders on the cavalier, but these are minor caveats. Peard's book is 

solidly based on the writings of her protagonists and their contemporaries, as 

well as the secondary literature on the contexts in which they worked. Both 
the scientific community, which studied the maladies of warm climates, and 

the emerging prickly world of the Brazilian Empire, where the suspicion that 
race and climate might condemn the nation to backwardness, undermined the 
nationalistic vision of a Brazil destined to "produce civilization in the tropics 

for the first time" (p. 108). It tells a story of Latin American contributions to 
the unfolding of tropical medicine, where the literature had focused on 
European nations seeking to rationalize their investments and control in 
Africa and Asia. Likewise, our understanding of Brazilian development is 

enriched by this history of outsiders on the periphery, who became the 

source of "the newest and most controversial thinking in nineteenth-century 

medical science and practice" (p. 167). 
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